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RIZE UP THE SITUATION.

One of the surest creators of panic
conditions is always found in an exag-
gerated bull movement in stocks and
other securities, which has the effect of
forcing prices above a healthy and nor-
mal basis.

There is a magnetism in the upward
sweep of guotations which arouses the.
speculative spirit of outsiders to an ex-
ceptional degree. It Is difficult for Wall
street to inveigle lambs into ‘a bear
movement—the outsider does not quite
comprehend the trick of selling to force
prices down. But a bull movement is at-
tractive and fascinating to the unini-
tiated—it is so delightful to feel that
the of everything is bound to ad-
vance, and that all that is necessary Is
to rush In and buy and so make your
fortuné,

While there is as yet no indication
that the recent advance in stocks was
unwarranted by natural conditions, it Is
also beld by conservative investors that
a very serious danger of inflation.now
exists. This is a danger which may ma-
1eriflize very rapidly into actual fact if
the “general public plunges Into bull
specuiation to the extent scored In other
peripds of excitement similar to the
present. Aund, always, there is an ele-
ment of promoters and brokers on Wall
street whose business It is to head the
public into just such a stampede.

~  PENSION INCREASES.

Reports from the Pension Bureau at
Waihington indicate that the tail of the
Spapish-American War will be larger
tham the body. Already announcement is
made that over 41,000 applications for
pensions on account of the short war
have been filed.

There is something startling in the
proportion of claims filed to the number
of soldiers enlisted. The totnl number of
enlistinents was 274,717, Of these only
about 60,000 saw actual service in the
field. Taking these figures as a basis, it
appears that two-thirds of those engaged
in the strife have filed claims for sub-
sequent disabilities. -

In the last nine months 2,664 pensions
bavé becn granted on account of the
Bpanish-American service. One-third of
these were to widows. On March 31,
there were 935,096 persons on the pen-
sion. roll from all wars. As the number
of pensions because of the Civil War
remains about stationary, owing to the
increased number of deaths, the addi-
tions from the last conflict have brought
the total to the highest number ever re-
corded.

With the present liberal pension laws,
there is small reason to believe that the
total pumber of pensioners will fall
much below the present figure within
the next few years. What the aggregate
of these additional pensions will be can
only be discovered after the lapse of
Jcars.

" WHY I8 THIS THUS?

Public-spirited citizens who are striv-
ing to benefit the community by regain-
ing the old Exposition grounds for their
original use as a pity park, additionally
beautified by a central Public Library
‘building, are naturally puzzled to under-
stand the Globe-Democrat’s reversal of
position -on this issue.

They remember that but a short time

' ago the Globe was most pronounced in

its editorial advocacy of having this

property revert to the people, to be once

made Into a downtown park. They
the

ocrat itself which is consenting. What
is more astonishing, the Globe not only
consenis, but is bitterly attacking those
who have followed its original advice
and who seek to take the old Exposition
out of the hands of the few by whom
it is being employed as a private means
of money-making and to return it to the
people for use ag a park. They find the
Globe-Democrat’s editorial page devoted
to venomous condemnation of the very
thing which it approved even so recently
as April 7 lasi.

What is the matter with the Globe-
Demoerat? Has Old Ananias belled even
itself Decause it fears that The Repub-
He will receive the eredit if the people
of 8t. Lounis onee more come into pos-
session of the Exposition property ? Does
it eleet to appear as an ally of St. Louis’s
encinies solely heeanse The Republie is
St. Louls's friend? The people would like
to know just why it is the Glohe-Dem-
ocrat hag so astonishingly reversed its
editorial poliey on this Important mat-
A0T.

MONEY TALKS NOW,

Ex-Congressman John M. Allen of Mis-
sissippi, one of the World’s Fair Com-
missioners appointed by President Me-
Kinley, suid on his arrival in St. Louis:
“How much money have the loeal people
raised? 1 don’t see that we ean do much
until they get that 10 per cent in and are
organized.”

This expression sounds the keynote of
fthie World's Fair situation. Nothing def-

inite can now be done to advance the

Waorld’s Fair movement until the World's

Fair Company iz incorporated and It
| officers elected. The National Commis-
! sioners are cmpowered only to co-operate

with the local organization. There can
| be no loeal organization until 10 per cent
{of the capital stock of the World's Fair
has been paid in.

Subscribers to the World’'s Fair stock
should delay no longer in paying the
first assessmbnt on their subscriptions.
About $400,000 has been paid in, leaving
$100.000 still due. It Is to be supposed
that civic pride led to the making of
subscriptions to the World's Fair stock.
A certain proportion of subscribers are
now delaying World's Fair work by their
‘slowness in paying the assessment called
by the provisional organization. The
same civic pride which prompted them
to subseribe in the first place should now
impel them to pay the assessment in or-
der to facilitate the organization of the
World’s Fair Company.

This is the situation in a nutshell. The
duty of subscribers to the capital stock
of the World’s Fair is plain and press-
ing. Complete the payment of the first
assessment. Make good the pledge you
gave when you signed your subscription
for World’s Fair stock. That subscrip-
tion testified to your loyalty to St. Louis,
It is money that talks now.

THEY WILL UNDERSTAND.

Intelligent voters will not be fooled by
the renewed outcries against the elec-
tion law soon to be raised by Mr. Par-
ker and his newspaper organs as offer-
ing the only profit possible to his forced
contest for the Mayoralty.

Such citizens will remember that Mr.
Parker himself gave no logical evidence
of a belief that Mr. Wells had been un-
fairly elected. He could not be persuad-
ed by his own partisans to contest Mr.
Wells's election.

It was made astonishingly plain that,
although Mr. Parker pored as a martyr,
he was apparently so thoroughly con-
vineed of the fairness of his defeat that
the thought of contest refused to find
lodgment In his mind.

It was only when Mr. Wells, the vic-
torions candidate for the Mayoralty, in-
sisted upon Mr. Parker's contesting the
election that the latter, for very shame's
sake, was obliged to take such action.

Even then, he went about it in an
evasive and unmanly spirit. The condi-
tions upon which he insists are such as
promise to furnish material for a banko
cry of fraud, even while the result of
the contest establishes Mr. Wells's right
to the Mayoralty. This Is the nearest
that Mr. Parker can come to making
a fair contest.

Fortunately, however, there is no
promise of the Republican outcry being
taken seriously. The contest will be de-
cided in Mr. Wells's favor, because Mr.
Wells was honestly elected. Mr. Parker
and his newspapers will raise another
great hullabaloo about the election law.
But the people of St. Louis will not
mind their clamor. They will contem-
plate with infinite satisfaction the de-
served victory of Mr. Wells, and be more
than content that the right bhas tri-
umphed. \

FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD.

Practical reform goes on. The Police
Board has buckled down to Improve-
ment in that branch of the city’s serv-
ice.

Politics has in the past played a too
important part in the business of the
department. There has been too much
scrambling for preferment, and by ways
not conducive to harmony in a force that
should work together as one man for
the protection of the city. By ordering
that all requests for transfers, promo-
tions or change of position shall be di-
rected to the Chief, the board gives evi-
dence that the “pull”. in police circles
will be eliminated.

In the same line is the policy of re-
quiring that the merit system shall not
be disregarded in the selection of patrol-
men :

However pleasant the presentation of
gifts and medals to superior officers
may be to the recipient, there is mo
doubt that the thing is easily overdone.
In a service where promotion depends
in a large measure upon the recommen-
dation of the officer next in command,
the giving of presents smacks too much
of currying of favor. By practically
abolishing thiz custom, the Police Board
has removed any possible chance for
favoritism to be displayed.

Of equal importance are the rules by
which an estimated saving of $50,000
will be made In two departments of the
the city, those of street sprinkllng and
eanitary inspection. Under a Republican
regime, the employment of Inspectors
for these two branches of the municipal
government has been a source of party
favoritism and a useless burden on the
public revenues.

Co-operation between the police and
the other city departments seems at least
to be an accomplished fact. There is rea-
son to believe that patrolmen, visiting
every block of the city several times a
day. will be enabled to do better work In
keeping the etreets and alleys sprinkled
and clean than has ever been possible

heretofore, The action of the Police
Board I8 one of the many happy begin-
nings of the reform administration.

WHO ARE TO PAY?

In reversing its opinion on a llbrary
site the Globe-Demoerat has no doubt
taken Into consideration the means of
securing another loeation. It gave evi-
dence yesterday of having thought of
this element of the situntion when it
snid that Mr. Carnegie will not furnish
the money to put up a library building
on any site not absolutely clear and un-
questioned in title.

Where Is the site nnd who will furnigh
the moner? In the case of Missourl
Park there is no difiiculty. The lund be-
longs by unquestioned title to the city
for park purposes. A library building in
the center wounld be strictly within the
vights of the city. Occupiation of that
spot in the center of the park would cost
nothing go either the Library Board or
the taxpayers.

Eut a loeation elsewhere wonld cost a
large sum of money. It is incumbent
ufbn the private owners of the Bxposl-
tion and their supporters to point out a
way of raising the amount. They are
the only persons who are to make money
ont of the plan. TIf they succeed in mo-
nopolizing Missourl Park they will own
a rental privilege of great value, In re-
turn they should provide a location for
the library building. At least they should
show how a location can be provided
without imposing a severe burden of
contribution upon citizens of public spir-
it, or diminishing by a vast sum the re-
sources of the Library.

The Republic and the other friends of
the Public Library would be glad to
kunow that Mr. Atkinson and his col-
leagues have arranged the means of buy-
ing a library site. Missouri Park is the
best place, but there are others which
will answer the purpose if the necessary
money is forthcoming. Let ug hear from
the gentlemen whose duty it is to pro-
vide this money,

The Globe-Democrat must admit that,
when a private business occuplies for its
profit public property needed badly for
public uses, the managers ought to sap-
ply the means for satisfying in another
way the public needs, The Globe-Dem-
ocrat surely would not advise its clients
to ltold the public property and let other
citizens take from their pockets the
money for the public uses. It cannot
decently advise that a' half million dol-
lars be withdrawn from the maintenance
resources of the Public Library.

Where Is the site and who are to pay
the purchase price?

An American syndicate has secured
the privilege of running a passenger
boat line from Khartoum to South Sou-
dan. Not the least remarkable feature
of the announcement Is that J. P. Mor-
gan's name is not mentioned as the
originator of the scheme.

Walter Wellman, who will take an-
other try at the North Pole, has enough
good wishes from American friends to
make a fine start. But good wishes, un-
fortunately, are not food and raiment in
the Arctic Circle.

As relleving the pent-up feelings of
John Bull over the sad state of Lis
finances, the reports from France, where
Government receipts have fallen to an
alarming extent, will be sweetest balm.

If it is for the best interests of the city
to own the garbage works, nothing will
stand In the way of St. Louis securing
them. The chances for stumbling blocks
are not so good these days.

In revoking Mayor Ziegenhein's per-
mits, Mayor Wells has done the credit-
able thing. Very few things that Zieg-
enheln permitted are worth the while In
the new 8t. Louis,

In the lamentable Ignorance of Old
Ananias concerning spring wheat may
be seen the evidence that the confines
of its knowledge are coincident with
the city limits.

Missouri started Iate in getting repre-
sentation at the Buffalo Exposition, but
the speed with which the exhibits are
being placed in position is creditable to
the State.

Pat Sheedy as the prize go-between fs
certainly a wonder. Perhaps Mr. Cuda-
hy might get into communication with
Pat Crowe through the Man-of-his-
Word.

Aguinaldo is reported to have said
that he was “at the disposition of the
autherities” Does that mean that he is
in the hands of his friends?

Doctor.Joseph Muir, the American dip-
lomat who lost $10,000 at poker, Is not
from Missourl. Politicians of this State
have cut thelr eye-teeth.

Money and tline are no object to Mr.
Parker—that Is, the money and time
which others may gee fit to spend in a
contest on his behalf,

Evidently Mr. Parker is the sort of
“leader” who remains in the rear and
urges others to take his place on a for-
lorn-hope firing line.

Although the East has called some
mighty fine men from St. Louis, there
are still left behind many who *are just
as good.”

Maybe the Globe-Democrat can utilize
the old Exposition for a display of its
slugging capacity for “knocking out” St.
Louis.

Doctor Sargent of New York In blam-
Ing our ancestors for our brutality
should remember that most of them are
dead. -

Mr. Parker's “nuis for the boys” con-
gist of the privilege of footing the bills
for an election contest in his interest.

In placing a tax on glucose, molasses
and sugar, England evidently thinks
that the sweets of war come high.

With the Police Board falling into the
good habits of Mayor Wells, St, Louis
has indeed a pleasant outlook.

When paying up bills, the 10 per cent
due on your World's Fair subscrip-
tion should come first

Jingo Joe Chamberlain should go on
the dime-muscum circuit as Engiand's
$750,000,000 beauty.

After the bellowing of bulle in Wall
street the plaintive bleating of lambs is
inevitable.

CHICAGO’S PRETTY CRUSADER

INTERVIEWS THE ALDERMEN,

Mrs. Kate Mitts Boyd Devotes This Week to the City Law-

makers Who

Own Saloons.

MRS. KATE MITTS-BOYD.

RETUBLIC SPECIATL.

Chicago, IIL, April 22.—This week Chica-
go's ‘pretty crusader,” Mrs. Kate Mills
Boyd, begins a six days’ period of persua-
slon among the Chicago Aldermen who con-
duet maloons. She will not urge them to
close thelr places of business and take the
pledge; all she will ask Is that they cease
infractions of the law; that they run their
places with due regard for the rules pro-
vided by ordinance for their closing and
general conduct.

Mra. Boyd is perhaps the stranzest cru-
sader who ever galned fame in that field,
Sho ia not violeat, She does not carry o
hatchet. She does not denounce people. She
doeg not talk loudly. She does not preach
totnl abstinence.

“There is one thing we want understood.”

she says, “and that is that we are not anti-
'snl'mn people, and that we will not fight
anything the clty ordinances llcens~. There
ls plenty which has no right to exist, and
It will keep us husy.”

Mrs. Boyd has hnd two saloonkeepers tried
on charges of violating tha saloon laws.
A Justice court wus the scene of each trial.
In nelther case dld she secure a conviction.
At one trial she was the vietim of a bitter
personal attack at the hands of the oppos-
Ing attorney, but she answered never a
word.

Mrn. Royd was deserted by her hushand
ten years ngo, after she had pawned her
Jewelry to help him out of diMculty. Her
halr has turned prematurely gray since
that time. She has one child. Her volce
{4 soft. her manner gentle. She is well ed-

ncated,

MRS. LESLIE CARTER’S
“ZAZA” HAS GAINED IN MERIT.

—_——

Leslie Carter, In David Belasco's
play, “Zaza,” after a very notable London
success. returned to St. Louls and opened
a week's engagement at the Olymple last
night to n large aydience.

This stendlly growing player I8 to be con-
gratulated upon an advance In her art,
which was especially apparent to those of
last night's audience, who saw her in. the
same character o year or more ago. Her
Zaza is now not only a strong. poriraya

Mrs.

finished, even, well-balanced, its more pow-
erful phases being intensified for that very
reason.

As a matter of course, it Is unnecessary
now to dwell upon the morality of LhIS
searching temperamental study—one would
as well discuss that feature In writing of
“Camille'’; everybodys knows exactly what
to expect of either. All that is Incumbent in
treating of “Zaza' Is to consider it from the
purely artistic viewpoint.

In such a judgment & very high rank must
now be accorded to Mrs. Carter as an emo-
tional actress. She has reached the soul of
the woman whose typical life ahe easuys to
present truthfully, and, as a result, it is not
Mre. Leslle Carter, but Zaza, the plaything
of clrcumstances, whom we behold, Belas-
co's analysis is a vividly keen plece of ;:ur-«
traiture. It is made more 50 by Mrs. Cur-
ter's sympathetlc work.

More than ever, I noticed last night, does
the story of this luckless womun seem to
appeal to women—so strongly, In fact, that
it is to be equalled only by that other play
of which I have spoken, the *Camille” of
the younger Dumas. It is in this respect
thut both differ from such a character, Ior
{nstance, as “'Sappho,” which glves but lh‘»?
harder side of the same tYpe. In “Zazas,
with all the tawdriness of its beglnning,
there la at times a very polgnant tender-
niess, & genuine gentiment in & pusslon not
ordinarlly creative of sentlment, This 18
made evident in the honesty of her love
for Dufresne, in the muster touch of her
refraining from revenging herself ‘upun him
through consideration'for the littie daugh-
ter who looks like him and in her final re-
nunciation. It is such touches ns these, It
gepms to me, along with an occaslonal
humorous sldelight upon feminine moods of
the lighter sort, which makes ‘su keen the
undeniable enjoyme:r® of “Zaza" by women.

The climax of the story, the quarrel and
geparation of Zaza and Dufresne, Is n-t_lll.
and inevitably, the strongest BCeEne. The
niere notable now, however, 1 think, is that
third act, wherein Zaza invades Du-
sresne’'s home In Peris, sees his wife, talks
<;ith his child, iearning the full extent af
her own helplessness to hold him as she
h.ad hoped to do. In this scene Mra. Onrter
hetrava a capacity for tenderness which

}—¥
it wa= that from the beginning—but It I8 |

was not ::8 apparent in her original present-
ment. Her comedy In the opering sct is
alsn more delleate and inclsive. So halanced,
lndeed, Is the study of “Zaza™ as now made
by this getress that a final verdict may
sifely be rendered. Mrs, Carter is atlaining
greatness in her line.

The supporting company is practically the
sume a9 in the flrst St. Louls engagement.
Mr. Charles A. Stevenson's Dufresne is a
correct and vigorous plece of work. Mark
Smith's Cascart i3 a faithful and most
amusing portrayal. The Duc de Brissac of
Mr. Harold Howard, Marie Bate's low-com-
edy study of the part of Znza's aunt, the
Nathalie of Maria Davis and the Alice
Morel of Maunde Winter were especlially
commendable. Nor would it be fair to the
rest of the large cast to omit the state-
ment that it was exceptionally adequate.
The stage management of the production 1s
thorough.

The Olympic's closing week of the senson
promises to be memorable, It Is revealing &
! most interesting thing—the development of
an actress whose native abllity is now heing
re~enforced by a finlsh which comes only
from devotion and the hardest of hard
wurk.

Firnt-Nighters See “Zara.”

Considering the unpleasant weather, a
large audience attended the opening
performance of Mre. Leslle Carter's “Zoza''
in what Is announced to be her farewell
visit to this city. Many well-known faces
of those accustomed to attend Monday
evenings were seen in the audlence, but the
feature was the large number of strangers
present.

Two United States Senators and one ex-
Congressman, all of different States, and
ona of whom {3 a member of the World's
Falr Commisslon, were seen in the au-
dlence. They were Senators Carter of Mon-
tana and Thurston of Nebraska, and ex-
Representative John Allen of Mississippl

A large delegation from the South Side
was in  attendance, conspicupus Among
whom was Emil Cramer, accompanied by
Miss Gertie Martin, Frank de Hass Robi-
gson was In a box. with a party of ladles,
and Robert Markham was seen In the
parquet.

Eugene Cuendet and his voung wife,
formerly Miss Rachel Drummond, were also
in attendance in the parquet.
| Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Thompson, Jr.., with
! a party of friends, occupled a box Monday
| evening at the Olymple.

My, and Mrs. C. Hunt Turner occupled a
1 box.

J. C. Chesborough, nccompanied by Mrs.

Cheshorough and friends, sat in a box.

Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Cuendet occupled
seats [n the parquet, close to Mr. and Mrs.
H. McCormick.

Doctor B. 8. Simpson and Mias Teckla
Bernays occupied a seat In the middle of
the parquet.

Mles Sadle

Plerce and escort occupled

SEDALIA CHRISTIAN CHURCH ¢
SEEKS PASTOR IN ST. LOUIS. *

b

Names of the Reverend Frank G. Tyrrell and the Reverend i
Frank O. Fannon Are Under Consideration and Effort
Will Be Made to Secure One of Them.

Efforta are being made by Flest Chrlstian
Church of Sedalia, Mo, one of the Inrgest
congregations of Disciples In Missouri, to
obtiln a pastor in 8t. Louls to succeed the
Reverend Mejville Putnam, who recently
resigned the charge.

The Reverend Frank G, Tyrrell, pastor of
Mount Cabanne Chriettan Church, anid the
Reverend Frank 0. Fannon, paster of First
Chrigtinn Church, are the St min-
lsters who are considered for the place.
Both are young men, both hyve lioen VEery
stiecessful fn their work and both ure great-
1y beloved by their respective congrogatio ns.

Leon Colemuan, a member W the Sedalia
church, was In St. Louls Sunday and eon-
firmed the report that he and his fellow-
members were trying 1o get Mr. Tyrrell or
Mr. Fannon. It szeems that a propoesition
bhas been made to Mr. Tyrrell, and that if
he refuses pressure will be brought to bear
on Mr Fannon, although he is by no means
a second cholee, the Sedalin congregution
being Inclined to look upon either as most
acceptable,

The Sedalla congregation occuples a mod-
ern edifice, the most pretentious in  the
town, and I¢ equipped with a costly pipe
organ of large dimensfons. It ia a favorite
mecting place for State conventions, having
heen the seene of the Christian Endesvor
Convention In 1566,

Mr. Tyrrell formerly was pastor of Cen-
tral Christian Church in this eity. In 1599
he went to Chleagn, bwing pastor of a
church thers and al=o editor of the Chris-
tinn Century, a religious weekly newspaper.
In December he returned 1o St. Lonis to
assume the pastorate of Mount Cabanne
Christlan Church.

Mr. Fannon came tn St. Louls from Jowa

Lotils

B0 4 St

REVERENR FRANK G. TYRRELI.
Pastor of Mount Cabanne Christian
Chureh.

four vears agn and has done excellent worle
at the First Church. Both he and Mr. Tyr-
reil have reputations as entertaining and

forceful pulpit speakers. Hoth are married.

GRANDCHILDREN ACT AS
BRIDESMAID AND BEST MAN.

Doctor and Mrs. Charles Tuckett Celebrate Golden Wed-

ding and Are Remarried at the Home= !
of Their Son. .

DOCTOR AND MRS. CHARLES TUCKETT, !

AT

" T e

.

-

Who celebrated the fiftieth anniversary of their wedding Monday.

Doctor and Mrs, Charles Tuckett of No.
403 North Market street celebrated the fif-
tleth ammiversary of their wedding Monday
evening at the home of their eldest son, Mr.
Joseph Tuckett of No. 4637 Margaretta av-
enue. Nine of the venerable couple’s sons
and daughters, thelr eighteen grandchildren
and a number of friends witnessed the cere-
mony of remarriage, which was performed
by the Revérend Thomas Grimshaw. Two
grandchildren acted as bridesmaid and
groomsman, respectively, aod several other
of Mr. Tuckett's granddaughters were flow-
er girls.

In the afterncon and early part of the
evening Mr. Tuckett entertained his family
and guests by his performances on the piano
and violin, which instruments he plays with
great skill. Despite the advanced ages of
Doctor and Mrs. Tuckett, both are still
strong and active. Nelther has been sick
for fifty years, Doctor Tuckett Is 7 and
his wife 73 yvears old. He is an enthusiastic
blevelist and cinims the distinction of being

the oldest devotee of the exercise in St
Louis. He makes long excursions into the
country on fishing and hunting trips on his
wheel.

Doctor Tuckett was born In London. Eng-
land. in 1826, and came with his parents to
Bt. Louls In 1836. For many years he lived
in the meighborhood of what is now Tenth
and Market streets. He married a Miss
Mary Anne Pugh, his present wife, In 1851
She, too, is a natlve of England.

Doctor Tuckett was u member of the Vol-
unteer Fire Department in its early days
and was at the historic fire of May, 1849, In
which John B. Targee lost hia life. He en-
tered the Unlon Army at the first call for
volunteers, In 1865, and after serving three
months returned to St. Louls. In 1867 he
again enlisted- and took part in the cant-
palgn against the Sioux and Crow Indians in
Minnesota.

Doctor Tuckett was {n business untll &
few years ago, when he retired. leaving his
affairs in the hands of his son. Joseph

Tuckett.

geats near Thomas McDearmon and AMrs.
Al¢ Dearman.

James McCluney and N. Link were to-
gether in the parquetL

Frank DeHaas Robison and a party of
ladies occupled n stage bBox.

Mr. and Mrs, Hassett Henderson, Mr. and
Mrs. L. Chauvenet, Albert C. Wegman and
Harry Jones, Albert Nichols and C. R. Cren-
slaw of Joplin occupied seats in the par-

quet.

Comminsiomner Martin Takes Holds
REPUBLIC SPECIAL.

Jc:liernm City, Mo., April 22—T. J. Mare
iin. special License Commissioner, filed tha
required bond of the Commissioner Mondas
and took charge of the office. The amoung
of the bond was $£5000. The headquarters
of the Commissioner’s office, under the la
are required to be at the Capitol, a
quarters will be provided in the Capi

building. ;

THE HEIR OF BLOOMING BILL.

A Love Story by Esther Hamilton.

“I don’'t care if it is! I am a desperate -

woman, and desperate people are driven
to desperate measures!”

The speaker was a girl of extraordl-
nary beauty, but the expression of that
child-like face was at this moment al-
most tragic, and the blue eyes dilated
with a look that betokened at once, an-
ger, dismay and fear.

“Well, Connie,” sald her elder sister.
not unkindly, but rather as though she
was reasoning with a spollt child, “of
course, I know that you don't want to
marry Sir Andrew, and that you do
want to murry Leonard Carrington; but
after all, what we want at 19 isn't a
matter of such importance as you fancy
now."”

“If Uncle Jim took up my case.” sald
Connie, “you would soon see what would
happen.”

Lady Vanstone cogitated the matter
thoughtfully, her eyes tixed on Connie's
lovely face.

“Well, child,” she said, at last, “I'm
not sure but what you might make a
worse move. It seemed a desperate
measure when you first speke of it; but,
perhaps, there is a reasonable hope that
something might come of it. It would
certainly be a great thing to be taken
::p by Uncle Jim. And when are you go-
ng

“To-day; directly after lunch,”

It was in a great palace of a hotel
where Connie’'s uncle had taken up his
quarters. He could not be bothered with
house and servants, he had said; and
never knew where he would be off to
next. 8o he bhad rooms in this huge
building, and the porter showed respect

to the young lady who had arrived in
the coroneted carriage and asked for Mr.
Drummond.

Connie's heart was beating almost to
suffocation ns she stood at length be-
fore the door that had been indicated to
her as the one of Mr. Drummond’s sit-
ting-room; and when she heard na gruft
voice shout out “Come in!” she felt
much more digposed to run away.

“] think vou have made a mistake,
young lady,” spoke the big voice; and
a gleam of fun twinkled in the caverns
of eyes under the bushy brows. “I am
No. 310 to 312. What room do you want?
Perhaps you are on the wrong floor.”

“No. 1 cnme here on purpoese.” an-
swered Connie, trying to steady her
voice. “I am your nicce, Uncle Jim. I
am very nnhappy. I have got nobody to
take my side. They are all against me.
and I think I shall dle if 1 can’t get
somehody to be my friend. It came 10
me in the middle of the night that I had
an Uncle Jim; and now I've come to
you. If you can't help me nobody can!”
and the tears started to Connic’s eyes,
whilst her sensitive lips began to
auiver.

“Pless me, child. Sit down there and
tell me all about it; and we'll see what
can be done.”

“It doesn't sound much to tell,” sald
Connie; “but it's just everything to me.
I met Leonard last antumn at a country
house. We were so happy; and father
geemed friendly, too. Now he wants me
to marry & horrid baronet, Sir Andrew
Fox. I hate him. I think he's a horrid
man. I've nobody to help me, Uncle
Jim; and you don’t know how hard it is
for & girl to make a fight alone with

everybody against her.” And again the
bright tear drops welled up and néarly
rolled over.

“There, there, my dear; don't ery
about it. We'll see what can be done.
I've heard of this Fox fellow, and |
don’t think much of him. Who's the
other? Whoe's Leonard? Tell me all you
know of him.”

“His name Is Leonard Carrington.
He's had rather a ead history in some
ways. He doesn't know about his fa-
ther, who went off to Africa to make
his fortune, and never came back. They
think he must be dead now. He had
dropped his name, and in the mining
camp he said he hadn't ot a real nnme.
They just called him Blooming Bill, and
that was all—"

Connfe stopped short, for her uncle
had bounded to his feet.

“Can you give me young Carrington’s
address?” asked the uncle, whose face
wias working oddly, as though his mind
was In some indescribable [erment.
When he had obtained this information
le thought a moment, and then said
Kindly:

“Now, go home, little niece, and don’t
gay a word about this visit. I'll help you
out of this Lobble. You just wait and
see.”

Three days later there was great ex-
citement in the Druommond . household.
Uncle Jim wus coming to dinner. He
was going to bring somebody with him.
Connle’s heart beat so fast that she
thought it better not to talk. She only
promised with unwonted meekness lLo
make herself look “nice.”

She was more than nice: she was ex-
quisitely lovely, in her flowing white
draperies, as she stood In the lamp
light waiting for the half-expected an-
nouncement of the butler.

“Mr. James Drummond—Mr. Carring-

Uncle Jim kissed her and she heard
his big laugh nas be introduced
Leonard afresh,.as the son of an old
African chom of his. But she was too
happy, too bewildeved, too excited, to

take anything in save the fact thad
Leonard was there, and that her friends
were smiling Instead of scowling upom
her now.

“Most extraordinary thing, Tom.” sald
the traveler, when the ladies had lef%
the room. “One of those strange colnel-
dences one reads of in fiction. Poor Car-
rington and I shared a claim and
worked for years together, but he never
told me his nnme. He died, poor fellow,
and when I opened his papers, why they
were nothing but soft pulp. They fell to 1
pleces at the touch. He must have got
them wet without knowing it, and there
was I with his money and no way of
tinding out to whom teo hand it over.
When 1 cleared out at last and looked
into things I found I had between $60.~
000 and $£70,000 to band over to Bloom-
ing Bill's unknown son. But how onm
earth I was to set about the task I dida's
know.

“Well, T just put the money out at
interest and bided my time. 1 won't tell
yon what [ did do, because nothing eame
of my abortive endeavors. Then when 1
was about thinking the whole show
wonld have to go to government to be
dealt with, what happens but that little
girl of yours comes to Uncle Jim to be
helped out of a ditficulty, and puts the

ters I used io see poor
and who tells his wife and boy in

1

how he is only known In the mining
camp as “Blooming BIlL” If that's not
evidence enough for lawyers it's good
enough for me. And I've taken s fancy :
to that girl of yours, and If you'll give L%
her to Carrington, who'll keep her & *5
good Tory all ber life, why, she shan's | 1
be married without a bit of a dowry,
from her old uncle, and may look fog '
something more when he goes.™ i

#0Oh, Uncle Jim, you are a real dar
ling,” whispered Connle, as she kissed
him farewell, “it seemed such a dss-
perate mensure to throw myself on yous
protection; but just to think what he
come of s i

e ~ t\.& ;




